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EMILIA MINETOLA, INDIANAPOLIS

This campaign was made in partnership between The Indiana Council of Community Mental Health Centers,
NAMI Indiana, and Mental Health America of Indiana



Thank you for downloading our toolkit!

The Indiana Behavioral Health Commission was created by SEA 273 and authored by Senator Mike Crider. SEA 273 was the
result of many concerned State and community leaders who are determined to make a change in Indiana’s behavioral
health delivery system.

As Hoosiers continue to cope with the lasting effects of the ongoing pandemic, our mental health crisis has continued as
well. We are aware, around half of all people in the U.S. will meet the criteria for a diagnosable mental health condition at
some point in their lives.

Our toolkit provides printable materials, web, and social media resources to help your community plan events, educate
individuals about the Indiana Behavioral Health Commission report, along with call-to-action template to your local State
Representatives.

As leading advocates in the mental health field, Indiana Council, MHAI, and NAMI Indiana hope that our collaboration
embodies the spirit of advocacy we strive to achieve. Only by working together can we promote change and seek the
best service for the State of Indiana. We hope you will find this toolkit both inspirational and useful in your advocation
efforts.

The Behavioral Health Commission report is one that our agencies view beyond the paper, and has been written as a
roadmap to the policy needed to improve the mental wellbeing of all Hoosiers. With your voice and advocacy, you can
help drive this plan to policy!

In advocacy -

Steve McCaffrey, CEO, Mental Health America of Indiana

Barbara Thompson. Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental lliness Indiana

Zoe Frantz, CEO Indiana Council of Community Mental Health Centers
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Both funding
. . . The cost of untreated mental illness in
recommendations for the Indiana Behavioral Health . . : i
] L, Indiana is estimated to be $4.2 billion

System are necessary to lmplement the Commission’s every year. The |argest cost attributable to
recommendations to build a sustainable infrastructure untreated mental illness was premature
mortality, which is estimated at over $1.4
billion. Productivity losses were estimated
Commission recognizes the enormous complexity of to cost $885 million each year, and direct

making specific financial recommendations. However, health care costs $708 million.

and a bridge to the future for all Hoosiers. The

we believe it is important to provide these
recommendations for the General Assembly to take

under advisement and build upon.
SMI POPULATION BUDGET

100,000,00
Over the past |5 years, there have been dozens of 95,000,000 _ o
different appropriations, some temporary, some =Ll 1 \
permanent, that have touched on Behavioral Health. S
85,000,000
The graph to the right focuses on the funds that have ~ 7>°99°%°
been consistently appropriated to support T s [ Fvier | Fvisas | Fvazoz1 | Fvazzs

——SERIES 1| 94,302,551 | 92,602,551 | 92,602,551 | 88,279,650 | 88,279,650

community-based care for individuals with severe

STATE OF INDIANA FISCAL YEAR COMPARISON DATA

mental illness and serious emotional disturbances.

Take part in the following actions to make
mental health a priority in Indiana:

|.Send the letter included in this kit to your local legislator
a.find out who your legislator is by visiting the THIS LINK
2. Share social Media posts included in this kit
3. Host a town Hall with your local key stakeholders to discuss this
report

4. Attend events where your legislator is present to share this plan
5.Sign up for our legislative advocacy alerts


http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/

(Date)

(Official’s Name)
(Address)

(City, State, Zip)

Dear (Insert Official's Name),

We/l am/are writing to express our immense gratitude for your invaluable support for Indiana’s
Behavioral Health Commission Report.

After a two-year examination of Indiana’s behavioral health delivery system, the Indiana Behavioral
Health Commission makes recommendations regarding infrastructure in the mental health space,
workforce needs, overall mental health and well-being for Hoosiers, as well as funding
recommendations.

The report also reviewed infrastructure that have already been put to work in Indiana, such as the
new 988 three-digit number for crisis response system (988) and Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clincs. As well as the ongoing support needed in the intersection of the behavioral health and
the criminal justice system, and how to improve Hoosiers’ mental health literacy.

None of this would be possible without your enduring commitment to expanding access to mental
health and substance use services in Indiana and across the nation. VWe're incredibly grateful and look
forward to collaborating with state officials on our state’s next steps,

Use the QR Code to read the full report:

Sincerely,
(Insert Name)
(Insert Organization Name)

find out who your legislator is by visiting the THIS LINK



http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/
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https://mhai.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Cost-of-Untreated-Illness.png

Established in the 2020
legislative session

Final report due to the
General Assembly no later
than October 1, 2022

The Commission examined the
functioning of Indiana’s
Behavioral Health System

Their report recommends
significant changes

to substantially improve the
performance of the
Behavioral Health system
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https://mhai.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Read-the-IBHC-Report.png

October
21,2022

October
27,2022

December 9th,
2022

2023

2022 Cross Branch
Effort Mental Health
Summit

Indiana Council’s
Quarterly Meeting

The Mental Health
and Addiction
Symposium

Indiana Council

Legislative Reception

@ The Marriott East
Keynote Panel will include a discussion from the
IBHC members and a Q&A session

Click HERE to register

NAMI Legislative
Meet & Greet

March 10th,
2023

Mental Health &
Criminal Justice
Summit



http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/
https://www.indianacouncil.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?eid=400208373017
https://www.indianacouncil.org/upcoming-events/indiana-council-2022-fall-quarterly-meeting/
https://www.namiindiana.org/events/meet-greet
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Thank you for downloading our toolkit! This campaign was made in partnership with The Indiana
Council of Community Mental Health Centers, Mental Health America of Indiana, and NAMI Indiana
To access the report online, click the QR code.
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https://www.in.gov/fssa/dmha/files/INBHC-Report.pdf

Connect With Us:

Indiana Council of Community Mental Health Centers:

https://www.indianacouncil.org
EMAIL: Zoe Frantz, CEO

Mental Health America of Indiana
https://mhai.net
EMAIL: Kelby Gaw, Director of Communications & Marketing

NAMI Indiana
https://www.namiindiana.org
EMAIL: info@namiindiana.org



https://www.indianacouncil.org/
mailto:zfrantz@indianacouncil.org
http://www.mhai.net/
mailto:kgaw@mhai.net
https://www.namiindiana.org/
mailto:info@namiindiana.org



